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Booking
The delegate fee for the 2013 North Atlantic Native Sheep and Wool 
Conference is £150GBP per person. This non-refundable fee includes all 
transport links to venues outside Lerwick, lunches and the delegate meal 
on the Monday evening. Accommodation is not included, and delegates 
should secure their own accommodation arrangements as soon as 
possible.

Queries should be addressed to Emma Miller: 
emma@shetlandamenity.org, +44 (0)1595 69468
or Pete Glanville:
pete.glanville@shetlandorganics.com

Book online at the Shetland Box Office  - www.shetlandboxoffice.org
or by telephone +44 (0)1595 745 555 (booking fee may apply).

Further information and full details of programmed events can be found at  
www.shetlandwoolweek.com/conference.

        www.facebook.com/northatlanticnativesheepandwoolconference2013

Welcome to Shetland
The Shetland Islands are situated 600 miles (960km) north of 
London, stretching 100 miles from Fair Isle to Out Stack, the 
most northerly point of the UK. Over 100 islands make up this vibrant 
archipelago, 15 of which are inhabited. The islands are at the centre of a 
triangle with Norway, Faroe and Scotland – at the hub of the North Atlantic 
seaway, and very accessible.
Shetland has a rich textile heritage, and strong culture of crofting. The wool 
from the hardy Shetland sheep has always been a popular and sustainable 
product. In addition to providing jumpers for Sir Edmund Hilary’s ascent of 
Everest, and fine lace stockings to Queen Victoria, Shetland sheep have  
provided a source of income and a way of life for many generations of  
Shetlander.
There are many wonderful places to visit and things to see during a trip to 
Shetland. Be sure to drop in by Shetland Museum and Archives, the  
heritage hub of the islands, where you can explore 6000 years of history,  
before taking in some of the spectacular sights of Sumburgh Head, St  
Ninian’s Isle, Hermaness Nature Reserve and Lerwick’s idyllic town centre.
For more details on where to stay, visit, eat and travel, visit 
www.shetland.org
Conference organisers look forward to welcoming you to Shetland to  
experience our heritage, culture and hospitality first hand.
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A Brief History of North Atlantic Native Sheep Breeds
Now native of an area stretching from Russia to Iceland, Northern 
European short-tailed sheep seem to have been spread by Norse Vikings to 
several countries in this area. Thought to be derived from the first sheep 
brought to Europe by early farmers, they are hardy sheep, adapted to harsh 
environments, but they are small and have been replaced in most areas 
with later types of larger, long-tailed sheep.

These sheep are generally small and have 
characteristic short “fluke-shaped” tails. The horns 
vary between breeds and often within them. They 
may be horned in both sexes, horned only in the 
male or polled in both sexes. Some types can have 
more than one pair of horns.

They may be solid-coloured (commonly white, black or moorit – 
reddish-brown) or patterned, and white markings may also occur over 
other colouration. Some include a very wide range of colours and patterns. 
Some types moult naturally in spring, allowing their fleece to be rooed 
(plucked) rather than shorn. Breeding is usually seasonal, with lambs being 
born in spring or early summer.
Most types are very hardy and agile, being adapted to grazing rough  
vegetation in wet and cool climates. The North Ronaldsay is adapted to 
living largely on seaweed.
Over 30 breeds or landraces of these sheep now survive.

North Atlantic Native Sheep & Wool Conference 
– Origins and Development.
The North Atlantic Native Sheep and Wool (NANS&W) Conference is an 
international project held annually in venues in the North Atlantic region. 
Previous meetings have been held in Orkney, UK (2011) and Hordaland, 
Norway (2012). The 2013 Conference is being held in Shetland, to coincide 
with the popular Wool Week festival.
The theme of this year’s conference is sustainability.
The North Atlantic region shares common cultural, environmental and 
natural heritage. The indigenous sheep breeds in each area are historically 
and biologically related. Sheep production in the region shares common 
concerns and challenges of sustainability, promotion, markets and 
diversification. The aim of these conferences is to bring together 
beneficiaries and stakeholders in native sheep and wool production to 
collaborate and develop new projects and initiatives. Holding the 
conference in different venues throughout the North Atlantic each year 
allows the host area to highlight initiatives and challenges in their own 
area.
Specifically, the project focuses on: local conditions and their value for local 
and regional development; safeguarding cultural heritage through 
sustainability of the breeds; production, use and new markets for wool 
and meat of native breeds; diversification opportunities and challenges for 
farmers in each area; raising public awareness about local wool and meat 
production; and safeguarding and learning how to take advantage of the 
unique integrity of a local breed.
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2013 Conference – Local Stakeholders
The 2013 North Atlantic Native Sheep and Wool Conference is brought to 
you by a group of local organisations, working together to promote and 
develop crofting and textiles, and sustain our local breeds and heritage.
The Campaign for Wool aims to educate as many people as possible about 
the incredible benefits and versatility of wool in fashion, furnishings and 
everyday life. His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales is patron of the 
campaign.
Global Yell is a charitable company working in education and training in 
textiles and in music. The company operates a weave studio (ASF Shetland) 
in Yell, and runs events, workshops and residencies for artists and 
craftspeople.
Jamieson and Smith (Shetland Wool Brokers) Ltd purchase Shetland wool 
from over 700 of Shetland’s crofters and farmers, and transform it into 
high-quality Shetland wool products including yarns, knitwear, blankets and 
carpets.
Promote Shetland successfully projects Shetland on to the world stage as 
an authentic, creative and highly desirable place to visit, live, study and do 
business with.
Shetland Amenity Trust constantly strives to preserve and enhance 
everything that is distinctive about Shetland’s cultural and natural heritage, 
promoting access to it whether physical or intellectual.
Shetland Livestock Marketing Group (SLMG) Ltd provides key services to 
Shetland’s agricultural community. Its main objective is to create a viable 
co-operative through the abattoir, livestock marts (selling sheep, cattle and 
ponies) and any appropriate ancillary businesses.
Shetland Museum and Archives is the heritage hub from which to explore 
Shetland’s unique history and culture, telling the story of these islands 
through a remarkable collection of artefacts.
ShetlandOrganics is a community interest group, set up to promote the 
organic movement in Shetland, and introduce people to the benefits of 
using local organic products.
The Unst Heritage Trust comprises the Heritage Centre and Boat Haven, on 
Unst – Britain’s most northerly island, and aims to promote Unst heritage 
for the island’s cultural, social and economic benefit.
The Unst Partnership is an organisation which promotes development, 
industry and education on the island of Unst through a series of 
community projects.
Shetland Flock Book Trust is the breed society for pure bred native sheep 
in Shetland with aims particularly to ensure the preservation and purity 
and also the promotion of Shetland Sheep.
Martin and Adam Curtis, of The Real Shetland Company, have kindly 
underwritten the costs of the 2013 North Atlantic Native Sheep and Wool 
Conference.

Shetland Sheep - A Hardy Breed
Archaeologists working on Neolithic digs in Shetland have found the 
remains of Shetland’s native sheep dating back 5000 years. As early  
agriculture developed, the coastal areas were cleared for cultivation and 
grazing sheep, cattle and pigs were kept on the rest. Shetland sheep are of 
the northern short-tailed variety, probably, closely related to other 
primitive types such as the Soay of St. Kilda and the Villsau of Norway. The 
breed evolved to cope with its particular environment and has done so 
ever since. 
Kept as hefted flocks grazing the hills and cliffs, their wool was critical 
for clothing and household textiles. The sails of the Viking galleys, which 
crossed the oceans exploring new lands, were woven out of wool. While 
Shetland remained in Norwegian ownership taxes were paid in rolls of 
‘wadmel’, a woven woollen cloth. Local fishermen working in open boats 
down the ages knew that woollen clothes kept them warm even when wet. 
Nothing of the sheep harvest was wasted with skins being used as sieves 
and buoys, horns as sail couplings, and everything edible was consumed. 
Wool colours varied, from Shetland black (very dark brown) to moorit, fawn 
and grey. Few sheep were self-coloured and pattern variations were 
described in local Norn dialect. 
There are about 300,000 sheep in the islands today, of which it is estimated 
50,000 are Native Shetland Sheep. Smaller numbers of pure-bred Cheviot, 
Texel, Suffolk and Lleyn are kept in and around croft buildings. The 
hardiness of the Shetland and cross-breeding with these other breeds 
produces a lamb with heavier carcass for today’s market.
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Programme
Friday 11th October - Shetland Museum and Archives, Lerwick
1830 Registration and reception.
1930 Opening address by Shetland Lord-Lietenant Mr Robert W. Hunter.
2000 Introductory speech by Karin Flatøy Svarstad, conference founder.
2030 Talk: Carbon Kind Lamb by Ronnie Eunson and Lyall Halcrow.

Saturday 12th October - Shetland Marts, Lerwick
Flock Book sheep judging and sale on all day.
0900  Demonstration of points for Flock Book rams with Addie Doull and  
 Jim Nicolson.
1000 Abattoir visit with Ronnie Eunson.
1100  Sale of fleeces.
1200  Shetland lunch and sale observation.
1400 Ram sale.
1500 Fleece grading and sorting with Oliver Henry.
1600 Free time.

Sunday 13th October - Unst/Yell Daytrip
0800  Bus leaves Lerwick to Haroldswick in Unst with information given on  
 life in rural Shetland, particularly Yell and Unst, during the journey.
1015 Morning coffee at Haroldswick.
1100 Hermaness National Nature Reserve, to meet with local crofters   
 discussing Shetland Sheep, common grazings on the nature reserve  
 and conservation/wildlife tourism.
1200 Spinning & knitting demonstration and fine lace knitting display at  
 Unst Heritage Centre (continues to 1500). 
1230 Lunch, music and local craft market at Haroldswick Hall.
1515 Travel to Yell via Saxa Vord, Valsgarth and the Haroldswick shore   
 road (time depending).
1530 Visit to the Centre for Creative Industries and Shetland Gallery.
1600 Afternoon tea with talks on the use of wool in textile art and crafts   
 by local artists at Sellafirth Hall.
1700 Leave for trip back to Lerwick via Sullom Voe and Brae.
1830 Arrive back in Lerwick.

Monday 14th October (Daytime) - Shetland Museum and Archives, 
Lerwick
1000  Welcome and speaker introduction from Jim Nicolson.
1015 Dr Carol Christiansen - Sustainability Through the Ages.
1100 June Hall  - Soay Sheep (Ovis Aries) - Prehistoric Survivors on Britain’s  
 Remote Islands.
1145 Break.
1215 Deborah Robson  - Rare-breed Wools from North Atlantic Native   
 Sheep: An Important Piece of the Sustainability Puzzle.
1300 Ólafur R Dýrmundsson  - Icelandic Sheep and Sheep Farming in 
 Iceland in the Context of Sustainability.
1345 Lunch.
1445 Dana MacPhee - CLOIMH UIBHIST - Sustaining the Islands Through a  
 Textile Tradition.
1530 Panel Discussion: all speakers will take questions from the floor.
1615 Conclusions and outcomes, led by Ronnie Eunson.
1630 Free time before conference dinner at Tingwall Hall. 

Monday 14th October (Evening) - Tingwall Hall
1830 Conference dinner featuring local produce and traditional music
 - pick up from Shetland Museum & Archives.

Tuesday 15th October - Shetland Museum and Archives, Lerwick
1000 Thanks and farewells from Karin Flatøy Svarstad and Mr Robert W.  
 Hunter.

In addition to the above events there will be an exhibition of products 
made from native breeds from each area and a touring exhibition ‘Sheep 
and Wool Around the North Atlantic Region’ based in the Shetland 
Museum and Archives. Open daily, times advertised locally. 
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Ronnie Eunson & Lyall Halcrow
Ronnie graduated from Edinburgh  
University in 1979 with a BA in English  
Language and Linguistics before  
returning to Shetland. He worked for the SIC 
Construction Department and became  
supervisor for the South Mainland area. 
During this period, Ronnie purchased some 
crofts, leaving full time employment in 1988 
to farm sheep and cattle. He runs Uradale 
Farm in Scalloway organically and has estab-
lished a direct sales business based on native organic Shetland lamb and 
beef promoting native sheep and their wool, native beef and native crops. 
Through membership of local and national bodies, Ronnie has developed a 
strong background in agricultural and environmental 
promotion and research. He is a director of ShetlandOrganics Community 
Interest Company and is chairman of Shetland Livestock Marketing Group. 
His interest in rural development has led to the study of an MSc in 
Sustainable Rural Development. He was also part of a team engaged in an 
EU Interreg Project, which seeks to suggest integrated solutions for current
rural ills, and through this there is an emerging desire to see the formation 
of a Shetland based institute for the development of truly sustainable 
options for the European periphery.
Ronnie will be speaking jointly with Lyall Halcrow. Lyall is an experienced 
graduate statistician employed by Aberdeen University. He has been 
working as a researcher on a range of agricultural projects in Shetland.

Carbon Kind Lamb
‘Carbon Kind Lamb’ is a joint research project undertaken by Shetland  
Livestock Marketing Group and Aberdeen University. It seeks to inform  
crofters and farmers about the efficiency of hill sheep production in 
Shetland. Data is being gathered from a focus group about their livestock 
and land management along with assessments of environmental quality. 
This information will be built into a carbon modelling tool which will 
provide land managers with guidance about the viability of their systems.
Native sheep production is often perceived as inefficient and of dubious  
economic merit. This project seeks to turn this perception on its head and 
reveal just how exceptional these highly evolved sheep are and how 
beneficial they are for biodiversity and carbon storage on hill land.

Karin Flatøy Svarstad
Karin Flatøy Svarstad lives in Bergen, 
Norway. Her education includes arts and 
crafts, and marketing. Karin is the leader of 
the Summer Academy 
(Sommerakademiet), an institution whose 
main goal is to inspire, and communicate 
for rural development, with arts and crafts 
as its primary instrument. She has had 
extensive contact in this role with “western 
islands” like Shetland, Orkney, Faroe, 
Iceland and the Outer Hebrides, and in 2013 also the Isle of Man.
Karin has been responsible for several big national and international 
projects where sheep and wool have been the subjects, including being the 
founder of the North Atlantic Native Sheep and Wool Conference. She runs 
her own Gallery, Studio and Art and Craft shop in Kalvåg, a fishing village on 
the west coast of Norway. Karin has travelled extensively doing exhibitions, 
workshops and presentations of her “woolly work”; her ideas for rural 
development with wool and small scale industry as a tourist attraction.
Karin has been working with wool as a textile artist for about 30 years, and 
more than 10 years with focus on wool from the native sheep (Villsau).

Keynote Address
As initiator of this conference, Karin will speak about the concept, 
background and the importance of this project which started in Orkney in 
2011. Karin will also discuss the results following the conference in Norway 
in 2012, and the utilisation of the wool from the native sheep.
The “Villsau”(Norwegian native sheep) represents Norway in this project/
conference. This breed is the oldest in Norway, more or less unchanged 
since the Vikings brought them across on their journeys to Shetland, 
Orkney, Faroe, Outer Hebrides and Iceland. The North Ronaldsay sheep are 
genetically closest to the Norwegians.
The short-tailed sheep are outdoors the year round, and wool is clipped 
once a year. The wool is multi coloured like grey, black and white as well 
as brown and solely black. It is a hardy breed and an excellent landscape 
renovator keeping the vegetation down.
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Dr Carol Christiansen
Dr Carol Christiansen was born in Seattle 
USA. She has had a life-long interest in  
textiles, learning to sew and crochet as a 
child, spin and weave in her teens, and  
taking up knitting as an adult. For many 
years she worked at the University of 
Washington Libraries in Seattle, where she 
also studied for a certificate in Museums 
Studies.
She received her undergraduate and 
Master’s degrees in medieval history and social anthropology, 
respectively. Her Master’s dissertation was on traditional Shetland 
crofting methods and its impact on local textile production, and she spent 
five months doing fieldwork in Shetland in 1994. Three years later she 
came to the UK, pursuing a PhD in Archaeology (Textiles) at the University 
of Manchester. She moved to Shetland in 1999, where she completed her 
PhD on early textile production in Shetland and worked as an archaeologist 
for 5 years.
Currently she is Curator and Community Museums Officer at Shetland  
Museum and Archives. Her professional responsibilities include care of and 
access to the Museum’s large textile collection. She regularly researches 
and publishes on aspects of Shetland’s textile traditions. She also practices 
as a textile archaeologist, analysing early Scottish and Scandinavian textiles. 
Her research includes husbandry and use of landrace sheep breeds for
textile production, their wool as comparators for fibre in archaeological 
textiles, and ethnographical and historical methods of hand textile 
production. She has travelled widely throughout Scandinavia studying 
landrace breeds and traditional ways of working sheep and wool.

Sustainability Through the Ages
Sheep have been an important domestic resource in Shetland since the 
Neolithic period. Since that time they have been used for many purposes. 
Shetland Museum holds a unique collection of artefacts which represent 
the many ways people in Shetland have relied on sheep to sustain their  
livelihoods, from fishing to crofting. Carol’s talk will focus on wool as a  
renewable resource, and the way traditional crofting sustained Shetland’s 
textile trade over 1000 years.

June L Hall, MA
June has always been interested in sheep, 
wool and craft. Her opportunity to keep 
sheep came in 1987 with three Soay  
shearlings, in Wensleydale. In 1989 she 
went to St Kilda to learn more about the 
sheep and the island, abandoned by its  
human population in 1930.
After June’s flock was killed in 2001, when 
Foot and Mouth Disease decimated stock 
farming, she moved to Cumbria where she 
brought back ewes she had bred, two of which are now 14 years old, giving 
her an opportunity to learn about ageing sheep.
June’s other involvements include: The Wool Clip Cooperative, which aims 
to add value to local wool, founded in 2001. The co-operative organises 
Woolfest, now an award winning international festival; Rare Breeds Survival 
Trust, Cumbria, Chairman; June was a participant in the Wool Art Fair at 
Rambouillet, Paris, and has been invited to give a paper at the 2014 World 
Congress of Coloured Sheep Breeders; Since 2003, June has been working 
on a personal research project on sheep, wool, textiles, especially folk 
knitting, and cultural traditions in Lithuania. Her book on the subject is 
nearing publication.
Soay Sheep (Ovis aries) - Prehistoric Survivors on Britain’s Remotest  
Islands.
Soay sheep, described as “living fossils”, represent the earliest ovines to 
reach the British Isles, over three millennia ago. Their precise origins are 
lost, but they remain unique among sheep, and relatively uncrossed. 
Since the Bronze Age, they provided food and other resources for the 
human community, who left voluntarily in 1930. The feral population has 
been the subject of scientific study from the 1930s Their natural behaviour 
can be observed in the particularly varied habitat. The geology, relief and  
vegetation provide the context for the evolution of Soay sheep. 
Their story continues, on St Kilda and on the British mainland where, since 
1973, and the formation of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, numbers have 
increased, from under 900 registered breeding ewes, Category 3,  
Vulnerable to Category 4, At Risk. They are kept in small flocks for wool, 
meat and conservation grazing, ensuring that their ancient genetic heritage 
is conserved for possible future needs.
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Dr Ólafur R Dýrmundsson
Dr Ólafur R Dýrmundsson was born in 
Iceland, in 1944. He studied agricultural 
science in the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, UK, where he obtained his  
degrees of B.Sc. Honours in 1969 and Ph.D. 
in 1972.
He started his career in Hvanneyri 
Agricultural College during 1972-1977, 
working on administration, teaching and 
research, mainly on sheep. Since 1977 he 
has been the National Adviser on Land Use, and since 1995 also on Organic 
Farming, in the Farmers Association of Iceland. This has included work on 
organic sheep production and conservation of genetic resources with 
emphasis on heritage populations of leadersheep, goats and poultry.
Ólafur has been active in international organisations such as EAAP (animal 
production), IFOAM (organic agriculture), NGH (genetic resources), RBI 
(rare breeds) and Slow Food. He has published a large number of 
scientific and popular articles. His main hobby is small-scale sheep farming 
and organic gardening. Ólafur and his wife Svanfríður live in Reykjavík and 
they have four children and five grandchildren.

Icelandic sheep and sheep farming in Iceland in the context of  
sustainability
In his talk, Ólafur will address the main characteristics of the Iceland breed, 
with the largest population of North European short-tails in the world and 
the only sheep breed in the country. This will include references to related 
sheep breeds such as the Shetland.
There will be a note on Icelandic sheep overseas. Genetics, such as the  
diverse colours, and breed improvements will be covered briefly and the 
role of sheep in Icelandic agriculture past and present will be highlighted. 
He will describe the quality control scheme and the development of 
organic sheep farming which is linked to sustainability aspects such as rural 
development, high quality products (meat, wool, skins, milk) rural 
tourism and food security. Finally, there will be a note on future prospects 
in a changing world where Ólafur believes grassland-based sheep 
production will have a worthy role.

Deborah Robson
Deborah began working with textiles before 
she could read. She has been combining 
textiles and writing for her entire adult life. 
She edited both Spin-Off and Shuttle 
Spindle & Dyepot (Handweavers Guild of 
America), as well as many books and 
magazines for trade, scholarly, and 
literary publication. Her publications 
include Handspun Treasures from Rare 
Wools; The Fleece and Fiber Sourcebook: 
More than 200 Fibers from Animal to Spun Yarn; and The Field Guide to 
Fleece: 100 Sheep Breeds and How to Use Their Fiber (the latter two as 
fiber author with livestock expert Carol Ekarius).
Her primary current interests revolve around restoring wool to its rightful 
place as a central part of everyone’s life and of the economic picture of 
raising sheep. 

Rare-breed Wools from North Atlantic Native Sheep: An Important Piece 
of the Sustainability Puzzle
One of Deborah’s primary areas of study is rare breeds of sheep, among 
which we can count an alarming number of the North Atlantic native 
breeds. Conserving the genetic and cultural resources of these 
irreplaceable animals requires close consideration of the economics that 
allow shepherds to maintain flocks. For several centuries, the production 
of meat has dominated decisions about which sheep are kept, where, and 
how. We are now in a position to bring wool back into the picture in a more 
emphatic way, for the benefit of shepherds, handcrafters, the 
environment—and the sheep themselves.
The native breeds produce wools in a variety of textures and colours that 
are too quirky for them to be valuable in industrial processes, which has 
been a reason for the generally low commercial value of their fleeces. 
Fortunately, their wools also have beneficial qualities that are not 
available in the generic fibres that suit mass production. Even more 
fortunately, crafters who use both fibre and short-run mill-spun yarns are 
becoming increasingly knowledgeable about, and willing to pay a premium 
for, rare-breed fibres. This market provides a significant, and so far barely 
tapped, opportunity to be proactive on behalf of the rare breeds of North 
Atlantic native sheep.
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Dana MacPhee
Dana has been involved with Uist Wool 
since 2009 and is now working as Project 
Manager for the organisation. Originally 
from the Isle of Lewis, she graduated in 
1989 from Grays School of Art (Aberdeen) 
in Craft & Design (BA Hons) and has a keen 
interest in textile design and production.
After graduation she worked as a freelance 
designer with community projects in 
central Scotland before entering the 
museum sector in 1991, becoming an Associate of the Museums 
Association and training as a curator in social history. From 1996 to 2007, 
Dana was Museums Officer with the local authority in the Outer Hebrides 
and it was during this period that she became more engaged with 
community enterprise, fundraising, project management and the value 
of independent businesses to the local culture and economy of the area. 
From 2007 until July 2011, she was employed as Chief Executive at Taigh 
Chearsabhagh Museum & Arts Centre in North Uist.
With Uist Wool, Dana has been given the opportunity to blend a 20 year 
career in the cultural and community development sector with her 
original training in textiles and design, and an active involvement with 
crofting - bringing all these life experiences together in a social enterprise 
that she hopes will bring tangible benefits to the Uists and Outer Hebrides.

CLOIMH UIBHIST – Sustaining the Islands through a Textile Tradition
Uist Wool is based on the principles of People, Planet, and Profit: seeking 
to benefit the many, establishing sustainable practices and creating a viable 
enterprise to support the communities of the Outer Hebrides.
Following the conference theme of ‘Sustainability’, Dana will give a brief 
overview of the Uist Wool project and how the new Spinning Mill in 
Grimsay, North Uist aims to contribute positively to the social, economic, 
cultural and crofting landscapes of the Outer Hebrides – with a particular 
emphasis on the potential of native sheep breeds in artisan yarn 
production.
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Jim Nicolson
Jim Nicolson, a former Head Teacher, is a 
crofter on the West Mainland of Shetland. 
He runs some 270 ewes, 220 of which are 
pure Shetland with 120 bred to Shetland 
rams and the rest crossed with North  
Country Cheviots. He also has 50 Shetland 
cross Cheviot ewes which are crossed with 
Suffolk tups.
Jim has for the last 12 years been Secretary 
of the breed society of native Shetland 
sheep in Shetland, Shetland Flock Book Trust, and is also Secretary of the 
Shetland Cheviot Society. He is currently Vice President of Shetland Branch 
of the National Farmers Union Scotland, a Common Grazings Committee 
clerk and an area assessor for the Crofting Commission.
Outwith agriculture, Jim, a former lifeboat crewman, is Operations 
Manager for Aith Lifeboat.

Oliver Henry
Oliver Henry grew up in the small crofting/
fishing community of Burra, an island to 
the south-west of the village of 
Scalloway on Shetland’s mainland. After 
leaving school in Lerwick he went on to the 
North of Scotland College of Agriculture in 
Aberdeen.
On leaving the college in 1967 he took a 
summer job packing wool for Jamieson & 
Smith. Forty-six years later he is still there 
as managing director where he oversees the purchase, grading and sale of 
around 80% of Shetland’s wool clip; some 250,000 kilos. 
Although he is now a manager he is still a wool man at heart and is 
hands-on in grading and sorting the wool into its different qualities 
ensuring the most is made out of all the wool that comes in. This is 
particularly important for Shetland wool which can range from fine wool 
for making fine lace to thicker wool for making carpets, all in one fleece!
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The North Atlantic Native Sheep and Wool Conference 
2013 is brought to you by:

www.shetlandwoolweek.com/conference

Shetland Flock Book


